CHINA:  HISTORICAL
poured over the northern frontier in three successive waves, until at last the whole country was engulfed. The first enemies were" the Khitans, whose name has been perpetuated in the word Cathay. They had profited by the disruption of the 'T'ang empire to extend their sway over Mongolia and Manchuria, and now hung over northern China like a threatening cloud. Soon after the establishment of the Sung dynasty, which had reunited the greater part of China, their inroads became more audacious, and the fatal expedient was resorted to of buying them off with annual sums of money. At the same time, a new power, known as Hsi Hsia, had arisen in the northwest, and it, too, had to be placated with thinly disguised tribute. These drains on the exchequer exhausted the finances of the country, and a number of drastic reforms of a socialistic tendency were introduced on the advice of the minister Wang An-shih. They proved a failure, however, [ and did not remain long in force.
Meanwhile, the second wave of invasion was advancing from Manchuria. The intervention of the Nu-che"n was welcomed at first by the Chinese, because they were the sworn foes of the Khitans; but their own encroachments soon made them even less desirable as neighbours. Farther and farther did they push the Chinese back, until, in 1126, we find them across the Yellow River, besieging the capital itself, then Kaifeng in Honan. Two emperors were carried into captivity, and the panic - stricken court migrated to Hangchow, in Che-kiang. For several years the stouthearted general Yo Fei and his comrades fought heroically, and with considerable success, against the invaders; but their work was undone by treachery at court, and an inglorious peace was made in which the northern portion of the empire was permanently ceded to the Nu-ch&ru Hence the latter half of the Sung dynasty is known as the Southern Sung. The Nu-cheii set up their own emperor, with the dynastic title of Chin (Gold).
There was now a breathing space before 'the third and greatest wave began to roll up In 1206, Jengrm Khan had made himself master of Mongolia, and immediately turned his arms against the Hsi Hsia and Chin empires. The Chinese, as before, hastened to ally themselves with the new conquerors, only to discover that they had leapt from the frying-pan into the fire. For the Mongols^ having dispossessed the Nii-chen, proceeded to the conquest of the Sung empire as well. This was retarded by their great expeditions to the west, but in the end they prevailed, after many years of stubborn fighting, and for the first time the Chinese saw the whole of their country subject to an alien ruler.
Kublai Khan, the grandson of Jenghiz, ruled over an empire which at first stretched from the Yellow Sea to the Volga, and from Lake Baikal to Indo-China. It was in his reign that Marco
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MANCHUS   CLAD    IN   CAP   AND   GOWN In their voluminous robes and quaint headgear perched precariously on the top of their heads these  Manchurian women present a picture suggestive of the scholarly vestments seen in European universities Phoiu, Miss Hvnttr
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